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MAYEKAWA KUNIO
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FUKUOKA ART MUSEUM
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The building of the Fukuoka Art Museum was designed by a Japanese
architect,Mayekawa Kunio (1905-1986).He went to France right after he
graduated from the Department of Architecture, Tokyo Imperial
University (Current the University of Tokyo) to study western modern
architecture under Le Corbusier, a world famous architect. After he came
back from France, he put so much efforts to take root “Modern
Architecture” on the basis of certain techniques in Japanese cultural
climate. He soon became a representative figure of Japanese architects
and designed many public buildings such as Okayama Prefectural
Government Building (1957) and Tokyo Bunka Kaikan (1961). In the 60s
and his later years, he designed further many public museums as well all
across the country. Our museum is counted as one of them. When our
museum opened in 1979, it appealed its characteristic elements such as
the exterior wall covered by porcelain tiles in reddish brown color and the
comforting spaces like the large square called “Esplanade” and relaxing
lobby areas. Other ingenious devices were also found in the vaulted
ceiling, the chipped walls and the lighting fixtures. We succeeded to such
characteristic design of the architecture in this renewal project as much
as possible.The lobby chairs for visitors and the furniture in the director’s
office, the reception rooms and the conference room were designed to
be matched to the architectural atmosphere. His own design essence
was recognized in those pieces of furniture and it gave an important role
to the elements comprising the characteristics of our museum. Many of
those were restored and being reused in this renewal project.

We hope you appreciate the architectural design of the Fukuoka Art
Museum as well as our art collection.
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