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Kumamoto Prefecture ~Amakusa Ware~
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Ceramic items of the Prefectures of Kyushu, Vol. 2

Crafts developed in Kyushu include everyday tools essential to our daily lives. Continuing from the
previous issue (Oita Prefecture, Saga Prefecture, Nagasaki Prefecture), this page introduces
ceramic items found among the crafts of each prefecture.
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Miyazaki Prefecture ~Miyazaki Lathe Crafts~
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In Amakusa, porcelain materials of the highest quality,
called Amakusa pottery stones, have been mined for
centuries, and porcelain production has prospered.
Amakusa porcelain is a general term for products
made in the Amakusa region, and was designated as
a national traditional craft in 2003. The Amakusa
area was under direct control of the Edo shogunate,
and each village produced its own pottery, so visitors
can enjoy the individual styles of each potter as there
was no set pattern.
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Kagoshima Prefecture ~Satsuma Kirko~
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These wooden crafts are made from pieces of zelkova and
cherry tree wood and finished into circular products, such as
plates and tea bottles, using a potter s wheel. A broad range of
techniques are used throughout the process, from selecting the
wood through to finishing work and the manufacture of special-
ized tools. The finishing work, in particular, requires well-practiced,
precise wood-turning techniques. This results in products that
maximize the grain of the wood and convey the warmth of its
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This glasswork was developed and produced as an overseas
trade item by Shimazu Nariakira, lord of the Satsuma
Domain at the end of the Edo period. A piece of this glass-
work was even presented to the Tokugawa household as a
dowry for Atsuhime, Nariakira' s adopted daughter who was
arranged to marry Tokugawa lesada. This style of glasswork
disappeared for a time starting from the beginning of the
Meiji period, but in 1985, its mysterious and exquisite
sparkle was reborn. It is made by overlaying transparent
glass with a sheet of colored glass between 2mm and
5mm thick and then cutting grooves and facets into the
layer of colored glass, which creates its characteristic blurring
effect where the two layers meet.
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