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Hakata Gion Yamakasa
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*Hakata Gion Yamakasa 2021 Kakiyama Float Race Postponed until Next Year.
This year, in order to prevent the spread of Covid-19, teams will only erect Kazariyama Decorated Floats (except
for the Nakasu-nagare and Chiyo-nagare teams).
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The Hakata Gion Yamakasa boast a tradition going back some 770 years. Kamakura Period, the founder of Jotenji Temple,
Shoichikokushi, prayed for purifying the city to drive away a pestience infecting Hakata while sprinkliing perfumed holy water
by riding on a segakidana carried by the townsfolk, which is said to be the origin of the Hakata Gion Yamakasa. It was regis-
tered as a national important intangible folk cultural property and as a
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage. Selected as one of the Best
Hundred Soundscapes of Japan by the Ministry of the Environment.
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Kazariyama

From the opening of the festival on July 1 through dawn on 15,
floats will be erected around Fukuoka City, mainly in the Hakata and
Tenjin neighborhoods, delighting residents and tourists. With a height
of 10 and several meters, each has been created by Hakata doll
makers using their expertise. The theme changes each year as do the
dolls and the lke of the floats.
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Runnmg while carrying the yamakasa on shoulders with poles is called “kaku”, and the yamakasa itself is called the
“Kakiyvama.” A Partial Introduction to the Kakiyama Float Race.
*Hakata Gion Yamakasa 2021 Kakiyama Float Race Postponed until Next Year.
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Shudanyamamise

July 13 is the only day that teams will carry the Kakiya-
ma Floats across the Naka River and into the Fukuoka
area. After passing through Gofukumachi Intersection,
the floats will gather in front of Fukuoka City Hall.
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Olyama

In the morning (4:59 AM) on July 15, the first float will be
presented entering Kushida Shrine, a spectacular and impactful
scene. The float will then be sped off into the Hakata area as
participants sing the Hakata Iwaiuta Song. Six minutes later,
the second float will depart. The third and later floats will
depart in five-minute intervals and rush to the end of the
roughly 5km-long course.
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