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From July 19 to 23, 2005, an outbreak of gastroenteritis
occurred among the students and teaching staffs at a high
school in Fukuoka City, Japan. A total of 409 persons
including 393 students and 16 teaching staffs, went camping
at a town in Oita prefecture, from July 18 to 20. Among
them, 174 students and 2 staffs member showed symptoms
such as watery diarrhea, abdominal pain, vomiting and fever
(36.5-395 ).
The strains of E. coli OUT:H- and O168:H- isolated from
the patients and the OUT:HNT, O119:HNT, and O168:H-
from the spring water possessed only eae. The biochemical
properties of the O168:H- strain isolated from a patient was
the same as that from spring water samples. Therefore, it
was concluded that this outbreak was caused by
enteropathogenic E. coli, and the infection source was
spring water of the campground.
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