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Imposex of Thais clavigera along the seashore in Fukuoka City
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Summary

The occurrence of imposex in Thais clavigera, a kind of marine snail, has been surveyed at 9 locations

along the seashore in Fukuoka City. The word "imposex" means that the female of the species has become

masculine. Therefore imposexed females have both female and male reproductive organs. There was a

difference in the occurrence rate of imposexed snails between inside the Hakata Bay and outside the Bay.

It was seen 0% of imposexed snail outside the Bay and at most 91% inside the Bay. The Relative Penis

Length Index (RPL) is calculated by dividing the average female penis length with the average male

penis length.

In conclusion, the RPL index of all surveyed snails was between 0~23%.
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