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Improvement of the Detection of Legionella spp. in Water Sample such as Bath
Water by Real-Time PCR
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Summary

Real-time PCR (gPCR) assays for the detection of Legionella spp. (L. spp.) in environmental water used

in bath and cooling tower were improved. In this study two rapid test methods were evaluated by

comparison of the gPCR results and conventional culture. In the first method, we used 500mL of water

samples. We filtered for concentration and we extracted the DNA by Hot DNA Extraction method after

low-speed centrifugation and washing steps. Among 448 samples, 58 samples that were positive by the

culture method were all positive by the gPCR method. 263 samples that were negative by the gPCR method

were all negative by the culture method. In the second method, we used 10mL of water samples. We

centrifuged for concentration, and we extracted the DNA by Hot-Alkaline DNA Extraction method. Among

36 samples, 6 samples inhibitied PCR amplification. Among 14 samples that were positive by the culture

method, one sample was negative by qPCR method. From these results, it was confirmed that the first

method is useful as a rapid test method for L. spp. in water samples.
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T CIE, AFRIRG-OREESE OBREEH A BIR sk D
BEEKRAEDHERE - M EZ XY, EHLIOFHElnE LA
R FIH T D@ ukiasx O A xR 38 % B AT
HZ L D2MEEIT-THBY, LA R TEIEEE L
TABIEHO LA 7 BE (LUF Lospp.) B&EE1T-
TW35.

WEROBEIEY ICL D Lo spp AL, #MEEED DI
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Legionella spp. , L ¥4 R T7 == —F 7 ¢ 7 Legionella.
U7 NV% A2 PCR Real-Time PCR, 5z 0>

low speed centrifugation,

A7 Y —=" A Screening test

i, EREBICRT S LU R T R 2
ST, AFTE O ARSI AIB IR O30 7o i
HHRPMLETH Y, W72 MRS R D bz,

2 Tl AoRER A Y —=v TR E L
T, U7 HA L PCR (LLF gPCR) k% HW7=inflik
FHDING L. spp Bl FORBEEZRET Lz, K T-
TWD L spp RIS L=k E T 572018, (KmEO
TAR BN U7 B £ 2 s HEE V2 55
K ORRREZ KIFIZHS LIz FiEERR, B LZoT
WET 5.



2 ERAE
2.1 oPCRZEDFEMETEMDHESR
2.1.1 qgPCRERER VHIEFEH

L. spp.Z## 7 % 72 Wellinghausen, N & D3
D&% & 12 16SRNA gene DFEIKIZH L TED T T4 <
—, T —7%&{FR L7 (Tablel).

F72, PCRJSIHFEDFREME A MER T D720 A ¥
—Frzarbr— (LT IC) ZERL7Y . Eiko
L. sppFERAY 7T A ~—Hi1 % Lambda DNA Bl D —Ef
ORI, pUCI8 7T A R/ m—=r7 L7z,
IC 2K+ %72 Lambda DNA fEICx L TFu—7
ERILT-.

Table 1 Primers and probes used in real time assay for
L. spp. and Internal Control

Assey  Name Sequences(5' -3') Origin
Lspp.  JFP-F AGGGTTGATAGGTTAAGAGC 4)
JFP-R - CCAACAGCTAGTTGACATCG 4)
Leg FL  FAM-AGTGGCGAAGGCGGCTACCT-TAMRA 3)
10 LAMFL  Cy5-GGTGCOGTTCACTTCCOGAATAAC-BHQ3  3)

PCR ¥t # |Z 1% Premix Ex Taq (Perfect Real Time) (#
T T RAF) R, KIRE 02uM 7T A4 ~—, 0.24uM
Ta—7, 2X107'ngIC L 725 X HIRA L, 5Sul ok
DNA Z A1 2 TEF 25uL O F & Lz, gPCR ZE&EITIT,
QuantStudio® 5 (Applied Biosystems) % 7= 1% Mx3005P Real
Time PCR System (Stratagene) % H\»95°C30 % 1 1 7
L—95C5 #r, 60°C20 45 ¥+ 7 L DG #AT - 1214,
EBRT—ZEMATL, Ct ERBONTELOEBEMES L
7-.

2.1.2 HEMOHESE

GPCR OB B MMEOZY, FREMER O L
pneumophila 15 £k (serogroup (LLF SG) 1~ 15) , L.
pneumophila L%t o L. spp. 12 EFE (L. israelensis, L.
erythra, L.
bozemanii, L. jamestowniensis, L. maceachernii, L. micdadei,
L. dumofii, L. londiniensis, L.spp.) 12 #kZ&#tL7-. IF
Legionella J& & D FUSHEIZ DWW TIE, YHFFEAT TIRAE S
#L TV % Escherichia coli, Pseudomonas aeruginosa,

L. cherrii, L. rubrilucens, L. steigerwaltii,

Enterococcus faecalis, Listeria monocytogenes, Serratia
marcescens, Staphylococcus aureus, Rhodococcus equi,
Aeromonas hydrophila , Aeromonas sobria , Yersinia
enterocolitica, Clostridium perfringens, Salmonella enterica,

Streptococcus  pyogenes

£ LR,

Campylobacter  jejuni
Campylobacter coli 15 kE AW T CtiEDH

OB AT 7=,
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2.1.3 ETEMDOHER

L. spp.fH7" 7 A ~ —Hi % & Te 16S rRNA gene fEisk D
A% DNA Wi/ (gBlock) % TE #Efifi (pH8.0) (=
Rrv—r) (UTF TE) TBEEAFRLEZLOZAW,
gPCR # 2 & v RiEMRE (LT R2{f) , PCR H{IEZh#,
T RRAE 2 el L 7.

2.2 BEEERATOAEREEE (LUTEEER
BEEX)

BERIE TR T 20K & AR ORI TOREMA % i
P L7z, BKORMEHIE 3 L 4 ZIERG IEHEEE (LA
TBAIEFREE) (ZFEHER D AMIRMEE D ICHE U2, O
A A D MX-205 (TOMY) % 7z,

2.2.1 BRBAREAV-ZESAERREEZDORE

FEAERREHY, USRI ORIER TH 215Kk L.
pneumophila SG1 % BCYE o ZER M CRAL2E, Ml
JE) T36°C, 1~4 KGR, WEKITIRE U 7= #ik (L,
L. p SG1 HiEIR) % Fviz.

1) Es&R = TR B D& 5t

BRI 2R OREE B Lz KfE

DTREOBMERT L.

5D 5 D DNA fliHIE S & BB I fE D D O
Tl AT R O TR &2 BN L7z, 1.0 X 104 CFU/mL
FEEO L. p SG1 H&#ik 1.0mL % 3,000rpm, 1, 5, 10
43 K O 3,200rpm, 1 4y DARIE Tl L7z, RIEEEILL,
BT IPREE K 1.omL 2 RNEIEE Lz, 2o BELR DL
OB A 100pl 2 MWY ZEREIZBE L=, 36°C
T 7 BRI ES AR A WE UIKHE O LR O R &
R[] 2 PR E L7z,

2) B FHIEEDLLE

#71.4X107CFU/mML @ L. p SG1 ERMEHE)> D 10 {577
RRFIOBEIR & FHHE L=, &A% 100 fFifEi & L
T 500uL % v iz, JRHEIR A 3,000rpm, 1 S3{KiEiise Ok
FWEERILZ. Z o EiE% 12,000rpm, 5 43l L7z,
FIEEBRE L, I IZPRAE K 500uL %0 % 7. 12,000rpm,
5 yimilath BiEEBREL, RiEE T L ) BEhHER O
Btk Clfs 2 L=, gPCR Z 1TV il iED
Ct % g L7-.

(M 7ILAY) 2lE

RS it KRB oML (IZHEU 7. TR
IZ 50mM NaOH 425uL %Az 100°C10 Z3/n#A%, 1M
Tis-HCl (= vy AR —) 7.5uL THFIL, 12,000rpm,
5710 L7z BiEZ 875 DNA & L7z,

(2) Bhil i

PRI TE 50pL %1% 100°C10 43 hn#Ed%, 12,000rpm,
500U, RIEZHR DNA & L7z,

2.2.2 BEKEOBRKEAVZIEEEDNRREE



1Et

SRR 28~29 AEFEICERIR S - TN ARIBGIE K
WHES AR ZEORK 466 M iK% AV C, 55815, gPCR
BEIZED LosppHZEIT- 7.

B IRIIBG IEFR M FER O SIS ICHEU 2. W
7k 500mL %, [EfE 47mm, L 0.2um OKR YU H—Rx
— MUX T TF 7 L% — (ADVANTEC) TH5| A1
e, AT T 7 4 0H—% 2.5mL JEE K THE L 200
T (—EL ORI 100 £5) IRMEIR & Lo, IRMER A &
DL T F T EEAVERE (0.2M HCI - KCI buffer pH2.2, B
HAbF) TIRFIL 5 MG, 100uL % MWY 2EKE:
M L7, 36°CC 7 HIRFEZAREEERE L.

QPCR JEIZIEMEIE 500uL % 2.2.1.2)  (2) &[RRI
L, REKVES LG EhIE TR OB & 87
BDNA L L, CtIEREONIZbOEREMELE L.

2.3 LERKTOAEREZ UTLERLERE
)

FEFRECHAT A MK L D D ED 10mL RIKTORGE
REZ i Uiz, BKORMEIXBG IEFESHI i o v HE
DIEMEES ICHE 2. B O EE G ENE L RX-200
(TOMY) , TA-23 & iz,

AT B ) BB CITo 2. IR
500uL % 12,000rpm, 5 5yimCafh BiE#BRE L=, 2.2.1.2)

(1) L[EEEICHH L, $58 DNA & L7z
2.3.1 BRERTZAWV-LERAEREEZORE

RN, L p SGL BRI %E A\ .

43X10%CFU /mL @ L. p SG1 H#REW 10mL %
6,100rpm, 30 %3, 6,600rpm, 7,100rpm & OF 7,400rpm T4
15 syiEfk, BTE omL ZBRE L CHiEA e - IRA L
TR L L7z, MG 100ul 2 MWY 22K 5 (B
b)) IR L, 36°CT 7 ARG AR EHIE L
D ORI & R 2 R E LT,

WIZ 7.2X102CFU/ML @ L. p SG1 HEU%&iK 10mL %
7,400rpm, 5, 10 R UN15 fpimlotk, RiE 9 mL ZBREL
TWHEZ R - BE L TRMKRE LT, £0 100uL %
MWY ZERFHNCHBER L7z, 36°CT 7 BRI SRE AR K
ZHIE L, 7,400rpm TOE KR 2 E LT,

2.3.2 BEKEORKERAW-LEDNRREER
&t

R 29 AREEICEREL S U7 TN ARIB IR K S O
7K 36 iR & VT, BiaEik, gPCRIEIZE D L. spp. i
iTo7-.

BRARIRIE 2.2.2 L FRRICHRME, BRALERT: MWY JERE:
HlZ T L. spp. DRHEIT- 72,

gPCR {ki3#i7k 10mL % 7,400rpm, 5 435004 2.3.1 &
FRRICHEAE LTz, 7 v U B8dhtiE ol onicifis %
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B DNA & L, CtIERSELNIZLOEBMEE Lz,

3 =RERER

3.1 oPCRIEDFHFERMEEEEMDORER

KRB K] L TTT o 72 qPCR D% R % Table 2 1271
L7-. AJET Legionella pneumophila % &9 T L.
spp. AR L.

Table 2 A List of strains used for the validation of specificity
of real-time PCR assay for L. spp.

: . . L. spp.
Bacterial species No. of strains Real-Time PCR
L. pneumophila SGI1 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG2 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG3 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG4 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG5 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG6 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG7 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG8 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG9 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG10 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG11 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG12 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG13 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG14 1 Positive
L. pneumophila SG15 1 Positive
L. israelensis 1 Positive
L. erythra 1 Positive
L. cherrii 1 Positive
L. rubrilucens 1 Positive
L. steigerwaltii 1 Positive
L. bozemanii 1 Positive
L. jamestowniensis 1 Positive
L. maceachernii 1 Positive
L. micdadei 1 Positive
L. dumofii 1 Positive
L. Jondiniensis 1 Positive
L. spp. 1 Positive
Escherichia coli 1 Negative
Pseudomonas aeruginosa 1 Negative
Enterococcus faecalis 1 Negative
Listeria monocytogenes 1 Negative
Serratia marcescens 1 Negative
Staphylococcus aureus 1 Negative
Rhodococcus equi 1 Negative
Aeromonas hydrophila 1 Negative
Aeromonas sobria 1 Negative
Yersinia enterocolitica 1 Negative
Clostridium perfringens 1 Negative
Salmonella enterica 1 Negative
Streptococcus pyogenes 1 Negative
Campylobacter jejuni 1 Negative
Campylobacter coli 1 Negative

Wiz, FEAERELE LT, AR DNA Wi 2 W CTE=R
MEOMEREAT > ToRER, RYEIT 0.99 BLLL 721, DNA
B CtEEEWEBZ R L7z (Fig. 1) . PCR HEEZhR
1% 95.3% CTh-o7=. REMIL 10 ~10° copies/ V7 = /L D
FACHEMERE LN, Ct ERGELNARN b H DM
lcopy/V =/ E THIHHTE 7.
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Fig. 1 Dynamic range and sensitivity of real-time PCR assay
for L. spp. Standard curves of 10-fold dilution of

gBlocks  Gene  Fragments.(from  1.0x10' to
1.0x10%copies/well )

3.2 BRESAFEREZX

3.2.1 ERARZAV-FREEARREEDRE

1) Es& = TR B D #& 5t

LD 22 2 TR U7- B 2 2% L2 %
~7 (Table3) . Ey&EDD 95%LL ED L. spp. 2 BN T 5
TENRTERLZ LMD, mOLoEEES & FER 1T 3,000rpm,
13m0 & LT,

Table 3 Comparison of the number of L. spp. supernatant
and sediment by concentration steps

CFU/mL
rpm min
supernatant sediment
3,000 1 1.4x10* 7.6x10%
3,000 5 7.4x10° 1.1x10°
3,000 10 7.0x10° 1.2x10°
3,200 1 1.3x10* 3.3x102
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Ct fEIT B O FEBI 2 7R L 7.
% CTH-o7= (Fig.2) .

PCR HiiE%h381% 113.5

R*=097 Eff% 113.5
10
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Fig. 2 Dynamic range and sensitivity of real-time PCR
assay for L. spp. Standard curves of 10-fold
dilution of DNA extracted from L. pneumophila
SG1.(from 1.4x10" to 1.4 x107CFU/mL )

3.2.2

BERIEBGECTd 5 58 M3 =TT L.spp. 5123 H
SN2 D, BB 25 qPCR LD
X 100% Tho7-. F7-, BEEiERME 390 Mk 263
FRIET L. sppifa T AR & 72 0, BEikEtEicsd 5
QPCR JEEIME DR RIE 1L 67.4% TH 7= (Table 4) . 72
B, gPCR Z3fiE L7-#5 58, IC A & d PCR G
MERH-T=H DN 18 flikdh - 7-.

BEKEORKEREEAERREZRA:

Table 4 Comparison of L. spp. detection number of water
samples by Real-Time PCR assay and Culture

2) B FHEED LR

1.4X10° ~1.4X10°CFU/mL (T BEPE#R L 7= 8
HRIZB T 27 00 ) BdlitiETo gPCR O CtEi, 21.4,
26.0, 28.0 TH Y, EdhHETO gPCR @ Ct1ifix, 24.0,
27.1, 322 Tho7=. mfiHEToO CtEDEIE, 1.1~4.2
LY, T ) BEHES BRI TR T
BT,

L2y L, IR IR 23 BV E DS 6 ( 7 I D% B
FHEIZB N T, b & OREBRBIRICHRE LT 14X10"
CFU/mL (RO M/KK 30CFU/L00mL) FHY % gPCR
THHT 52 LA TERZ. RIEIX 097 &0, HE
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method
Real-Time PCR

L. spp.
Positive Negative
Positive 58 0

culture method

Negative 127 263
FEERVEIC X AR (CFU/100mL) & i&fs 7 CtiiE s

ORNHHEANRD bW REt Lz & 2 A, AR
10 CFU / 100mL LA = Tix R*fE2 0.18 L MBI O b
o=, AR 2.5 X 102CFU/100mL #Ei#E Tk R?
B3 062 TH Y, LMHEARRD LN (Fig. 3) .
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Fig. 3  Comparison of L. spp. culturre results with
Real-Time PCR results for water samples(over
2.5x102CFU/100mL )

3.3V ERRKREE

3.1 BRARERAW-LVEARREEZDHRET

T DS 228 2 CHLBE U 72 IR & 153 LTS R &
Table 5 {27k L7=. 6,100~7,400rpm Dz L4 TH BN
7o BRI OB FE RN EITRD b ive o Tz

Table 5 The Effectiveness of concentration steps at 6,100rpm

to 7,400rpm
rpm min CFU/mL
6,100 30 2.5%x10°
6,600 15 2.6x10°
7,100 15 2.7x10°
7,400 15 2.8x10°
7,400rpm (2 331F 2 i DIRF R O HEEV MT K D IRHFIK D15 A%

FEH A Table 6 (278 L7=. 7,400rpm (2
J:E);E jium&)f\oﬂfoﬁﬁ’/)t

B 2 LEEEIC

Table 6 The Effectiveness of concentration steps at about

7,400rpm
rpm min CFU/mL
15 5.2x10°
7,400 10 4.7x10°
5 4.9x10°

3.3.2 BEAEOBRKEAV-LVENEREER
En)
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gPCR D#ER, 1IC 23 & 413 PCR SUGIZHIBEN &
72b DD 6 kD > 72, 7 DRk 30 ko 9 %tﬁ§¥£rﬁzﬁ
P 14 F R 13 KR T L. spp s 23 &, 5
W T D RREIL 92.9% Tho7-. £7-, HEEIERME 16
RBRAET 14 BT L. spp Bl TR & 72 0, B8R IEIC K
T HRFRIEIL 875% CTdh 7= (Table7) . #izk 30 kD
I BEEFRIEG DD L. sppafa AR & 72 o 72 1 Bk
DB 10cfu/100mL TdHh - 7=.

728, 322 OFEWEERFMAEIEORF CTHEMA LR
KD S H 36 HikEFR—OREK (CLTR—HKE) & LT
332 DA ERERAEE OB THW. F—RikDEE
TR AEEIZ LD gPCR FERIZB W T, ICBRH I
T PCR MGICRIEN H - T= b DX 2 A ThH - 72,

Table 7 Comparison of L. spp. detection number of water
samples by Real-Time PCR assay and Culture
method

Real-Time PCR

L. spp.

Positive Negative

Positive 13 1
culture method
Negative 2 14
4 EE

AEfEAH L7z gPCR IX M4 ATIRA L. spp.loxtd % Feiiik
K OVERMENHER SNz, £Z T, AgPCR % L. spp.itl
HWREICHNWND Z i L.

EAERHGE R A EO MG W T T L0 Y itk &
BhtEoME SRz L. R SIE, st
B, BEHEIE XD &7 A U BHIED R RS AN B
WEHELTWSS . gPCRIIEM A LB L& 2 5,
BB T T L U BRI Y, CHIE CL~4FEE K
&L Mo 7oy, REEREIR CURMERT O 7K AI30CFU/100mL
MY 2T 52 LN TEZ, £, AgPCRIZAHKDNA
Wr RS L2, dleopy/V = VAT A Z LN T
Tl enh, AR RN AREE & 2 7. —7, PCR
D USRS E N E Ed L, DNA R 2T —
PRIGHZELLLESND Z L9 BRabnTn5S. &5
12, DBREICIEL 5340 F 5 KUK 1o IS 3 A
fato = DNA'Y ZH<WEFETIHOLH DT L0
LTINS, ZIKFHT“ X, WHIKSEOFAKE L TKEKE
B L TWAIEHENZNZ &b, BAWE KK+



BEORNIVRNEEZ S, FEEREHHERATEICE
THEISERTTRE CTH D Sl L, T U EdhiE &
D LB CHDLIZOEM L.

FEER O KSR TR R R A R & S L7z
F OfE BEARIESERRIE, TN TL. sppiEia TS
&hi=. £72, qPCRTL. spp. BlaF A AR TH - 721
iL, IT_RTHERETEEL 257, 202 enh, &
BRI L, A KSR T D L. spp. Rtk R A

A7) == TREL LTHTHD Z LRS-,

BRSO L. spp MR TR L bIEm A (GBS
) BHBKOBRMKEZERT 5. LaL, ###ECPCR
FHESE G M SN D aTREMEN S D Z L oKIC k- T
HEE Y 2 L7 ARBICHR 234 %, BB#ET L
SPP X FERAFRIE D D OB I NI b D HZ W & DR
IR D. oD, TRETOREREELD B
DEORKBTHREN TR TIXRVWNESB X, £ T,
BE& Lo 1/50 D& T L ik 10mL T Bt AL vk
WA AT, LR DIEHEE S @ 6,000 g, 30 43 & [F
HLEE 2B X ORB LIz LD oREEEIY, &b IEBMED
ORI -T2 7,400rpm (5 9,000Xg) %, REEHIZE
AR, SR TENPRED LN T-O TRED
575 & L7=. IC 3 H &3 PCR BUSZRIBE D 727> - T- &
RIZOWTIE, BFEIEICRT DT 92.9% & RAFTH
STEM, BEFRIERME (10CFU/M00mL) 5> L.spp.iEfs1-
TR & 2o oA LK 7=, ZDRIKE LT,
L.spp. R HIE A IR AR L S i Hlim D IRARE L 0 bR T
NWBH I3 LIRS TWAS Z END, EBiEEOBENMC L
LAREMEN B D, £z, DENERAEE TRIEITE 2D
ST BRI, BKH o Lspp.2s 10CFU/L00mL & 072 <
R LTo kBN DN End, BkF O Lspp.23E:
BCT& TWWigho7=Z &, gPCR It L7287 DNA &8
Wlemo Z EMTFREEE LTEZILND. E B, b
FOEMRAIRNE, PCR G EN 16.7% & £ho7z. B
Loz s, DEREBREEIIRGERPURDLETH
D, IBREKEIZBIT D L ospp e R A U —= 7
B I IE B ERAEE DN A TH D 2 L R S
7.

B
AR EITIICHIZY, TS 2 TE - [E SR ET
SERTHI A B350 w1 EIZAAL R L R E T

gPCR |2 L DMK SRR T DO L P42 T B EREMATE DR 1T 7.
BAIDOFIETIE, ik 500mL ZE /8 L=, Ak L, KH

ZRER ORI L i LG L7z,

£330
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DR OV TRAZICAIIEIC LV BEF 2 Lo, 448 ARSI Tt Td o 72 58 f
IZTRXTQPCRIETH ML 72 0, qPCRIEFEMETH - 72 263 KT T N TR LM L o7z, 2
FEHOFIETIE, K 10mL Z2EEHA L7, mO0RMEL, 740 Y 28Uk ClE T2 L7z, 36
BRI PCR SUSBRE D 6 ik d V), F 7 h58IEMB M 14 Bk LA T gPCRIEM &M L e o 7.
ZOFERMNS, PO FEC L BZRPFBEZEIIL AR TBEOAZ V—= TREERE LTH
HThsZ MR INTT.
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