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What is FMM (FUKUOKA MUSIC MONTH) ?

FMM (Fukuoka Music Month) was launched in 2014 as a collaborative initiative between
the City of Fukuoka and the organizers of several major music festivals. The idea
stemmed from the observation that five different music festivals happened to be held in
September—a month already vibrant with musical activity in Fukuoka. By aligning their
efforts, the goal was to further promote Fukuoka as a "City of Music" both domestically
and internationally.

Originally, the participating festivals included Sunset Live (ended in 2024), Nakasu Jazz,
Kyushu Gospel Festival (renamed Sing!HAKATA in 2024), Fukuoka Asian Picks
(discontinued in 2020), and Music City Tenjin. Since then, BAYFES (joined in 2022) and
ISLA DE SALSA (joined in 2024) have become part of the project. In 2026, two new
festivals joined the lineup: INSPIRATION, a new music and culture festival carrying on
the spirit of Sunset Live, and Synapse, an immersive festival that blends music, art, and
spatial experiences. Today, FMM consists of seven collaborative festivals.

Thanks to more than a decade of continuous collaboration, FMM has helped establish
the idea that "September is the month of music in Fukuoka." As one of Fukuoka's
signature seasonal attractions alongside Hakata Dontaku and Hakata Gion Yamakasa,
FMM continues to promote Fukuoka as a vibrant city of music and aims to create an
annual festival that both residents and visitors can enjoy for years to come.
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BAYFES was launched in 2022 under the

concept of "CREATE THE BAY CULTURE," 9 5 e " 9 6
inspired by the history of Hakata Paradise, which sat sun
once flourished as an entertainment destination IM Fukuoka Music Month

beyond its role as a port. " BRSA—IYIIIR

Supporting emerging talent from Fukuoka, the
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
festival creates unique waterfront experiences by

transforming iconic locations such as Hakata Port Tower and even the city ferry into live
performance venues.

BAYFES is also expanding its cultural exchange across Asia through initiatives such as hosting
BAYFES in Taiwan and welcoming Taiwanese artists to Fukuoka, strengthening connections
beyond the sea.

(AKX AK]) https://www.baysideplace.jp/bayfes

[A= Instagram]  hitps://www.instagram.com/hakata_bayfes
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During the postwar Showa era,
Nakasu was the entertainment hub of Hakata,
filled with dance halls, cabarets, and live bands.

Eggg{ing this legacy, Nakasu Jazz started in 9-1 2 A~ 9.-' 3 o

The festival now draws over 100,000 visitors and
fills Nakasu’s streets with live jazz, bringing

|: Fukuoka Music¢c Month
vibrancy and a sense of safety back to Nakasu.
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CN= http://nakasujazz.net

[A=Instagram]  https://www.instagram.com/nakasujazz2009
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Launched in 2014 as the Kyushu Gospel [
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this event was renamed Sing!HAKATA in 2024 | R R .
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Held in front of Hakata Station,
over 2,000 participants gather to sing,
making it a large-scale participatory festival.

[ARKH 1K) https://fmfukuoka.co.jp/lp/singhakata/
[

A Instagram]  https://www.instagram.com/sing.hakata
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A cross-cultural festival with over 25 years of
history,connecting the world through music and
dance.Justa 10-minute ferry ride from Fukuoka,

the festival takes place on the beach of M Fukuoka Music Month
Nokonoshima Island,surrounded by nature. we SRS A=Y IIIR

People from Japan and aroundthe world come
together like spices, blending to create a
one-of-a-kind cultural “salsa.”

Many renowned international artists have performed at the festival over the years. Most notably,
Juan Luis Guerra, a Latin music legend and 14-time Grammy Award winner, made his Asian
debut at this festival. It is also known as the birthplace of his Billboard Latin chart-topping hit,
“Bachata en Fukuoka.”

NRYAF] http://isladesalsa.com

[
(

A Instagram]  hitps://www.instagram.com/isladesalsa
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Launched in 2002 to revitalize the Tenjin district
and enhance Fukuoka’s music culture, MUSIC
CITY TENJIN is one of the largest urban music
festivals in Kyushu. With multiple free live stages
set up throughout the Tenjin area, the entire
district transforms into a vibrant festival venue.
As Tenijin continues to evolve through the “Tenjin
Big Bang” redevelopment project, the festival aims to enrich the city through music and serves as
a symbolic event promoting Fukuoka as a City of Music.

This year’s festival will feature a diverse lineup of artists, including The Goggles, Penguin

Rain Orchestra + Special Guest Tamio Okuda, RHYMESTER, EGO-WRAPPIN', and PEAR
OF THE WEST. Live performances spanning generations and genres will once again bring
excitement and energy to the streets of Tenijin.

[AKY 1K) https://www.musiccitytenjin.com
[

AInstagram]  https://www.instagram.com/musiccitytenjin
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Synapse Festival is a community gathering built around
the theme "Where EN Happens. Rise Together."
Centered on dance music, it brings together people,
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cultures, and communities to create meaningful M Fukuoka Music Month
connections. wBRAS1—IYIIIR

Set against the beautiful natural backdrop of
Uminonakamichi, Fukuoka, the festival welcomes artists, AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
entrepreneurs, creators, digital nomads, and local

communities from Japan and around the world.

Through music, art, wellness, food, and dialogue, Synapse Festival creates opportunities for new encounters,
collaboration, and shared inspiration.

More than just a music festival, Synapse serves as a platform connecting Fukuoka's local culture with the
global community. In collaboration with initiatives such as RAMEN TECH and Colive Fukuoka, it brings
together urban and natural environments, local and international perspectives, and diverse communities to
foster new ideas, relationships, and cultural experiences over three inspiring days.

[~z Instagram] hitps://www.instagram.com/synapsefestival/
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INSPIRATION by SUNSET LIVE carries on the spirit of an CUicuoka Music Manth

SUNSET LIVE, the beloved outdoor music festival that BRS21—YvIIVR
was held in Fukuoka and ltoshima for over 30 years,
while opening a new chapter for the future.

The festival will take place over two days, October 10—11, 2026, at INN THE PARK Fukuoka in
Uminonakamichi, a unique venue surrounded by the sea and forest.

More than just a music festival, INSPIRATION offers an immersive experience where music, nature, food,
art, and human connections come together. Guided by the theme "Love & Unity — Gratitude for Nature
and Its Blessings," the festival reimagines the spirit of SUNSET LIVE for a new generation.

Bringing together artists across generations and genres, INSPIRATION celebrates Fukuoka's unique
culture and warm community, creating new moments of inspiration and unforgettable experiences.

XIBBMEE(L. INSPIRATIOND RIS £4HE A EHE T XTI SUNSET LIVE (2024 T) DRERRTY .

[/~ Instagram] https://www.instagram.com/inspiration.by.sunsetlive/
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Fukuoka Music Month

[AFHAR) https://fukuokamusicmonth.jp/

[A=Instagram]  hitps://www.instagram.com/fmusicmonth

[/ Facebook] https://www.facebook.com/fmusicmonth

[2A=X (IBTwitter)] https:/x.com/fmusicmonth
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